
THE CATCHER IN THE RYE - EXERCISES CHAPTERS 20, 21, 22      DEADLINE: 6/03/2020 

1. DEFINE THE FOLLOWING WORDS OR PHRASES FROM CHAPTER 20, 21, 22: 

Boisterous: 

Stagger: 

Chap: 

Hit the sack: 

Pat: 

Hunk: 

Mob: 

To be over: 

Sneak (v): 

Chew the fat: 

Creak (v): 

Squeak (v): 

Bump into somebody: 

Crook: 

Foyer: 

Bloodhound: 

Loafers (pl. n): 

Barge in: 

Grippy: 

Windbreaker: 

Ostracize: 

Fencing: 

Foil: 

Pimply: 

Cockeyed: 

Squeal on: 

Belch: 

 

 

 



THE CATCHER IN THE RYE - EXERCISES CHAPTERS 20, 21, 22      DEADLINE: 6/03/2020 

2. ANSWER THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CHAPTERS: 

1. After Valencia sings, what does Holden ask the headwaiter to do?  

2. When Holden leaves the Wicker Bar, why is he holding his stomach?  

3. After Holden talks to Sally Hayes on the telephone, how does he picture her at home that evening?  

4. While in the restroom, what advice does Holden give the piano player at the Wicker Bar?  

5. What excuse does the lady in the hat-check room give Holden for not going on a date with him?  

6. Because it is dark and spooky, what does Holden say he would do if he happened to see someone in 

Central Park?  

7. What does Holden say he wants done with his body when he dies?  

8. Why was Holden not able to attend his brother, Allie’s, funeral?  

9. While at the lagoon in Central Park, Holden counts his money. What does he do with the coins?  

10. What is it that Holden worries about after he decides to go home and see Phoebe? 

1. When Holden gets on the elevator, whom does he tell the operator he is going to visit?  

2. Holden is very skillful at opening the door quietly. What profession does he say he should have gone 

into?  

3. When Holden enters the family apartment, how does he know for sure that he is in the right apartment?  

4. How does Holden describe his mother’s hearing ability?  

5. Why does Phoebe not like her own room?  

6. During the first few moments that he is in Phoebe’s room, Holden says something he has not said for 

many chapters. What is it?  

7. Holden’s mother has outstanding tastes in what area?  

8. What kind of reading does Holden find very interesting?  

9. How did Phoebe hurt her arm?  

10. What does Holden say that he may do now that he has been expelled from school? 

1. To what does Holden compare Phoebe’s behavior when she finds out that he was expelled from Pencey?  

2. Where does Holden say that his father will send him when he learns that Holden has been expelled?  

3. Even though Holden likes Mr. Spencer, why does he consider him a phony?  

4. What was the Pencey alumnus looking for when he came to Holden and Stradlater’s dorm?  

5. When Holden thinks about the nuns, what does he picture them doing?  

6. Why did James Castle commit suicide?  

7. What was the topic of the only conversation that Holden remembers having with James Castle?  

8. What habit of Holden’s does Phoebe wants him to change?  

9. What bothers Holden about becoming a lawyer?  

10. Who is the author of “if a body meet a body coming through the rye?  


